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converted the Khan Dobo of Mongolia and was eventually
made head of a monastery at Lo-yang where he translated
the Buddhacarita and other texts. This may help to
account for the great interest in the life of the historic
Sakyamuni evident in the sculpture of the sixth century,
and in the early Chinese painters.
Fa Hian, too, had turned the mind of China to the his-
toric sites of the Faith and to its colourful legends of the
founder. He had told China of the honoured place
of Buddhism in Guptan India—though in his fourteen
years of pilgrimage he found many signs of neglect. More
than two centuries later Hiuen Chang found it flourishing
in Gandhara and Kashmir, but derelict in northern India
and in the holy land about Benares where resurgent Hin-
duism had recaptured its ancient citadels. But at Nalanda
he found the peace and the intellectual centre he needed,
and from it brought back to China the inspiration of learned
monks and traditional interpretations going back to the
great schoolmen Asanga and Vasubandhu who had brought
much Brahmanic subtlety into their adopted faith.
In Siladitya, king of Kanauj, too, he found an ardent
champion of the Mahayana who gave him a royal welcome
to his capital not only as a scholar and a Buddhist but as
representing T'ang China and the new Asiatic entente.
Kanauj was no mean contemporary of Ch'ang-an—and
here the last great Chakravarti dreamed out his days with
poets and philosophers and monks, dying in 648, two years
before the great Tcai Tsung, who seems to have regarded
him as a vassal, and whose armies brought his successor
Arjuna in triumph to Cheang-an, captured by Tibetan sub-
jects under the great Srong-Btsan-Gampo. Thus the pic-
ture of can Asia united for a thousand years by missions of
goodwill' and of 'Buddhism as the religious bond of union'
is unhistorical. Mighty as it was in its work of civilization
Buddhismlike Christianity had enemies without and within,
and Buddhist sovereigns were as seldom consistent as their
Christian contemporaries. It is perhaps enough justifica-
tion that as the one great way produced its Fa Hians,

